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R uth Arcadia Loche of Tulsa, Oklahoma passed from this life on March 29, 2019

at the age of 91.Ruth was born on November 27, 1927 in Tulsa, OK, number
four of eight children to Oreb and Eula Loche, and was the epitome of a hard-

scrabble Okie, a risk taker and an early female entrepreneur. She attended Lowell

Junior High and Central High School.As a young girl, she and her older siblings
would work at the Tulsa Trenton Market shelling peas and snapping green beans. 

Her first real job was a “soda jerk” at Evans Drug Store on North Peoria.  She then
worked at Tulsa Camera Record and later at Triangle Blueprint. She worked nights in

her garage building her own printing company and eventually moved her business to

downtown Tulsa to start Arcadia Printing. She later sold her company to her nephew
so that she could vacation with family from coast to coast and travel in her RV with

the Good Sam’s Club. Arcadia Printing of Tulsa is now a successful 50-year family-
owned business.That grit and determination started much earlier and she was

intensely competitive.  By 9th grade she had become a skilled marble player,

beating 300 boys to earn the title of Tulsa’s marble champion in a competition
sponsored by Lowell Junior High School. That led to her being featured in “Ripley’s

Believe it or Not” in 1943.Ruth was a volunteer at the Community Food Bank of
Eastern Oklahoma, The Ministry Center, and worked many events at the Tulsa

Fairgrounds. She was a long-time member of Ranch Acres Baptist Church. She spent
the winters in Rio Hondo, Texas.  She loved to fish and every evening a group would

meet on the dock to see who would catch the biggest fish. She also was a member of

the River Ranch Resort Red Hat Society.  For many years she was the catcher on a
women’s softball team, and later in life became a football enthusiast–always rooting

for the Dallas Cowboys and the OU Sooners.She was preceded in death by her
parents, Oreb and Eula Loche; sister, Marguerite Ash, Mexia, TX; brother, Everett

Loche, killed in the Battle of the Bulge in WWII and three infant siblings.Ruth is
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survived by two sisters–Myrtle Parriman and Wanda Ellis both of Tulsa, many nieces

and nephews and a host of friends.Visitation will be 5-7 pm, Monday, April 8, 2019 at
Floral Haven Funeral HomeA Memorial Service will be held on Tuesday, April 9th at

11:00 am at Ranch Acres Baptist Church. In lieu of flowers, please donate to Ranch
Acres Baptist Church, Seasons Hospice or a charity of your choice.
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LC Larry Avery, Canton Il. posted:

Couldn’t say it any better twin brother Garry. Two of those slot machines are displayed in my living

room and my youngest daughter has one in her home. Ruth was one of those people that you

instantly liked when she walked up to our table at Tulsa gun show. As for the gun she had her in her

pocket, it was only a two shot Derringer and I asked her which one of us she was going to pistol whip

after shooting the other two. What a fine lady.

November 10 at 1:25 PM

GA Garry Avery posted:

Met Ruth at the Tulsa Gun show. Three of us went to her house that evening to buy slot machines.

The next day at the show I mentioned she was pretty brave to let three men in her house. She told

me she had a gun in her pocket. The next year after the show on Saturday Ruth and her sister went

with my twin brother me to super. Some time later I called Ruth to find her phone not working.

Concerned I remember she had told me she owned a printing shop. After some Searching I found the

Business and called then to Inquire about Ruth's well being. They were very Illusive about her

whereabouts or Condition. This made me concerned and I told them I was going to call the police

and have a welfare check done at her residence. At that point they told me they would have her call

me. Ruth was in Texas fishing. And when she called me later that afternoon we both had a little

chuckle about it. Her family thought I was trying to extort money from her. My only regret was not

knowing Ruth longer before her passing. Garry Avery Springfield, Mo.

November 8 at 5:46 AM

FG Fern Gallagher posted:

SO SORRY TO HEAR ABOUT RUTH A GOOD FRIEND WE ATTENDED MANY SAMBOREES TOGETHER

SHE WILL BE MISS. I HAVE A CHRISTMAS ORNIMATE SIGNED BY HER ALWAYS TREASURE

April 3 at 6:02 AM
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KW Kelly Kerr Tulsa World posted:

Ruth was the Red headed girl playing marbles in the alleys of Tulsa, when Norman Rockwell noticed

the kids. This is one of Norman’s painting that was on the front cover of Saturday Evening Post

September 2, 1939. She was a long time member of Good Sams. She was one of 8 children She

shoots, she scores! KELLY KERR / Tulsa World Jun 26, 2004 Former Tulsa marbles champ Ruth

Loche recreates with Terry Stephenson (center) and Cliff Mitchell a moment that was captured by

Norman Rockwell in the famous 1939 cover of the Saturday Evening Post. KELLY KERR / Tulsa World

Former Tulsa marble champion remembers Rockwell, ‘Ripley’s’ Above a table just inside the Tulsa

home of Ruth Loche, there’s a bamboo print of one of the most iconic paintings Norman Rockwell

ever created. Taken from a Saturday Evening Post cover, it depicts a young girl with a pile of marbles

beside her, getting ready to make another shot as two boys — her competitors — look on with

bewilderment. “I probably had a pocketful, too,” says Loche with a laugh. “I kept the pockets torn off

my dresses.” The girl in the picture is Loche herself — or, at least, Norman Rockwell’s rendition of

her. Robert Ripley also drew a young Loche for an installment of his “Ripley’s Believe It or Not,” back

when that feature was a wildly popular part of many newspaper comics pages. That was in 1943,

four years after the Post cover. The reason for the sudden popularity of Loche’s image? As a 12-year-

old, she beat 300 boys to earn the title of Tulsa’s marble champion in a competition sponsored by

Lowell Elementary School. “I had an older brother, two years older than myself, and whatever he did,

I did,” she explained. “If he was out playing marbles, I was out playing marbles. If he was playing ball,

I was playing ball. I did a lot of boy things because of him.” But in the final analysis, he turned out to

be just one of the kids she bested in the marble competition, a yearly event sponsored by the school

back when marble-playing was a major pastime of America’s youth. “I got a little crown, but that was

it,” she added. “That was during the Depression, and you didn’t win anything. I won about five or six

years in a row, starting back when I was in the fourth grade, and I always got that little crown.” The

Tulsa World ran a photo from her early triumph, and someone else — she figures it was a school

official — took other pictures, one of which found its way to Norman Rockwell. While the Ripley

organization notified her about her appearance in “Ripley’s Believe It or Not” — which was carried in

the World at the time — she said she didn’t know about the 1939 Post cover until the late ’80s. “A

friend of mine found it and brought it over to me,” she remembered. “She said, ‘This is you.’ We

contacted Curtis Publishing Company (which published the Saturday Evening Post), and they verified

over the phone that it was me.” Given the continued popularity of Rockwell’s work, Loche’s image has

shown up in prints, collectors’ plates and even figurines. She’s never received any money for any of

it, but that doesn’t bother her in the least. “No, back then they didn’t give royalties or anything, and I

don’t expect anything,” she said. “It’s just part of living.” In the marble-collector world, however,

Loche is a celebrity. In the words of Cliff Mitchell, president of the Tulsa Marble Club, “She’s one of

the most recognizable symbols of marble competition. Every marble collector in America has a copy

of that picture.” Mitchell and Loche met about three years ago at a marble auction in Kansas. “She

had a copy of the ‘Ripley’s Believe It or Not’ cartoon, and she signed it for me,” he recalled. “Later on,

I started wondering if she’d come out to the club and tell us about her experiences.” Sure enough,

she did, and now she’ll be at the club’s annual convention Saturday — that’s today — talking about

marbles and signing autographs. Her autographs will cost $2 each, with all the proceeds split

between the Tulsa Marble Club and mission efforts at the Ranch Acres Baptist Church. “We’ll also

have a marble-identificati
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KW April 2 at 8:55 AM

SD Shairon Allen Dickey posted:

Ruth Loche, was one of the sweetest people I ever met. I met Ruth about 1994 or thereabouts, at an

RV Rally. I was a member with Will Rogers Sam’s and she was a member of another group. The thing I

remember the most about Ruth she was quite the game player; and hardly anyone was able to beat

her. We lost contact for several years, until this year 2019 my husband & i became Chaplain’s at River

Ranch Resort. The very first Sunday of our services here walks in Ruth…I looked at her and she at me

and I said to her, don’t I know you from someplace. It did not take us long to remember where we

knew each other from. I will miss her sweet smiling face. Rest in Peace my sweet friend and we will

meet again one day soon! Shairon

April 2 at 8:55 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Ruth by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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